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Bethlehem Lutheran Church (BLC), located right herein St. Charles, is continu-
ing its mission to serve the community beyond its immediate congregation
and walls through its Expansive Church grant program. BLC disciples were
asked to give above and beyond their normal offering to raise funds that
could be used to give back to the 5t. Charles and surrounding communities,
and wow, did the church show up! The Expansive Church grant program
functions as an incubator and accelerator forentrepreneurs and nonprofits
with innovative ideas to address pressing social issues. In 2023, the program
made significant contributions to support local organizations, and funds
will be available again in 2024 under the banner "Expansive Church 2024!"

In 2023, the Expansive Church Grant Committee, after careful review and
discernment, awarded approximately $25,000 to various organizations com-

ing students in District 303 with school supplies, holiday gifts, or brand
new warm coats.

This year, Expansive Church 2024! continues this spirit of outreach, seeking
applications from entrepreneurs and nonprofits with innovative solutions
to social issues. The focus areas for grants include, but are not limited to,
homelessness, affordable housing, refugee resettlement, criminal justice
reform, racial equity, poverty, human rights, employment, healthcare,
community development, and education. Applications will be open
from September 1, 2024, with a deadline of November 1, 2024. Grant
recipients will be announced by December 20, 2024.

Nonprofits do not need to be faith-based to apply. The program is open
to ventures atany stage, from idea inception to fully established projects.
Priorgrant recipients and previous applicants who did not receive funding
are encouraged to reapply. Grants of up to $5,000 each will be awarded.

Ateam of Bethlehem disciples will review applications based on the de-
gree of sodialimpact, innovation, understanding of the problem, funding
model, sustainability plan, and personal commitment of the applicants.
Forany questions regarding the application process, applicants can con-
tact Lori Linkimer at lori@starckre.com or 630-841-3278. Or you can visit
bitly/ExpansiveChurch for more information.

As BLC looks forward to the positive transformations that Expansive
Church 2024! will bring, the church invites the community to join in
prayer and support for these initiatives and the individuals they serve.
Through this program, Bethlehem Lutheran Church continues to embody
the teachings of Christ by being a beacon of light and service in the
community beyond the walls of their physical church building.

mitted to making a positive impactin the Fox River Valley area. These grants
supported missions that align with BLC's values of compassion, service, and
cammunity empowerment. Some recipients included Rising Lights, Joshua
Tree, Mutual Ground, and Random Acts Matter, among others. BLC's littlest
members also collected a Noisy Offering and then voted on what organiza-
tions they would like to see receive their funds. The youth selected Jefferson
Intermediate School’s Micro Pantry, Elgin Community Bike, and Big Hearts
of Fox Valley to receive grants.

These funds have empowered multiple organizations to further their
missions and serve the local community more effectively, whether it be
through providing before- and after-school care for children, connection
and transportation to those who otherwise would go without, or support-




